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countries fo overflown , Hill fituate between the tropicks ? 

Bentley’s Sermons . 

Sixteen hundred and odd years after the earth was made, 
it was over-flowed and deftroyed in a deluge of water, that 
overfpread the face of the whole earth, from pole to pole, 
and from eaft to weft. Burnet. 

Thus oft by mariners are {hewn, 

Earl Godwin’s caftles over-flown. Szuift. 

O'ver-flow. n. f. [ over and flow.~\ Inundation ; more than 
fu'lnefs ; fuch a quantity as runs over; exuberance. 

Did he break out into tears ?— 

In great meafure—- 

—A kind over-flow of kindnefs. Shakefpeare. 

Where there are great overflows in fens, the drowning of 
them in winter makcth the fummer following more fruitful; 
for that it keepeth the ground warm. Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. 

It requires pains to find the coherence of abftrufe writ¬ 
ings : fo that it is not to be wondered, that St. Paul’s 
epiftles have, with many, paffed rather for disjointed pious 
difcourfes, full of warmth and zeal and overflows of light, 
rather than for calm, ftrong, coherent reafonings all through. 

Locke’s Efl. on St. Paul’s Epifl. 
After every overflow of the Nile, there was not always a 
menfuration. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

If this foftens not the expreffion, it may be afcribed to 
an overflow of gratitude in the general difpofition of Ulyffes. 

Broome’s Notes on the Odyfjey. 

(Tver -flowing, n.f. [from overflow .] Exuberance ; co- 
pioufnefs. 

When men are young, they might vent the over-flowings 
of their fancy that way. Denham’s Dedicat. 

When the overflowings of ungodlinefa make us afraid, 
the minifters of religion cannot better dilcharge their duty 
of’oppofmg it. Rogers , Serm. 17. 

O'ver-flowingly. adv. [from overflowing .] Exuberantly; 
in great abundance. A word not elegant nor in ufe. 

Nor was it his indigence that forced him to make the 
world ; but his goodnefs preffed him to impart the goods 
which he fo over-flowingly abounds with. Boyle. 

To OVer-fly. v. a. [over and-y^.] To crofs by flight. 

A failing kite 

Can fcarce o’erfly them in a day and night. Dryden . 

OTer-forwardness. n. f [over and forwardnefs.] Too 

great quickngfs ; too great readinefs. 

By an over-forwardnefs in courts to give countenance to fri¬ 
volous exceptions, though they make nothing to the true 
merit of the caufe, it often happens that caufes are not de¬ 
termined according to their merits. Male. 

To O ver-freight, v. a. pret. over-freighted ; part, over- 
fraught. [over and freight.'] To load too heavily ; to fill with 
too great quantity. 

A boat over-freighted with people, in rowing down the 
river, was, by the extreme weather, funk. Carew. 

Grief, that does not fpeak, 

Whifpers the o’er-fraugbt heart and bids it break. Shakefp . 

Sorrow has fo 0’er-fraught 
This finking barque, I (hall not live to {hew 
How I abhor my firft rafti crime. Denham. 

To O'ver-get. v. a. [over and get.] To reach; to come 
up with. 

With fix hours hard riding, through fo wild places, as it 
was rather the cunning of my horfe Sometimes, than of my- 
felf, fo rightly to hit the way, I over-got them a little before 
night. Sidney , b. ii. 

To O'ver-glance. v. a. [over and glance.] To look haftily 
over. 

I have, but with a curfory eye, 

O’er-glanc’d the articles. Shakefp. Hen. V. 

O ver-go. v. a. [over and go.] Tofurpafs; to excel. 

Thinking it beyond the degree of humanity to have a wit 
fo far over-going his age, and fuch dreadful terror proceed 
from fo excellent beauty. Sidney. 

Great nature hath laid down at laft. 

That mighty birth wherewith fo long {he went. 

And over-went the times of ages paft. 

Here to lye in upon our foft content. Daniel. 

To O'ver-gorge. v. a. [over and gorge.] To gorge too 
much. 

Art thou grown great. 

And, like ambitious Sylla, over-gorg d. Shakefp. 

O ver-great, adj. lover and great.] Too great. 

Though putting the mind unprepared upon an unfual 
ftrefs ought to be avoided ; yet this muft not run it, by an 
over-great fhynefs of difficulties, into a lazy fauntring about 
obvious things. Locke. 

To O'vergrow. v. a. [over and grow.] 

I. To cover with growth. 

Roof and floor, and walls were all of gold, 

But over-grown with duft and old decay. 

And hid in darknefs that none could behold 

The hue thereof, Fairy F$usen 7 b. ii, 
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The woods and defart caves. 

With wild thyme and the gadding vine o’er-grown 
And all their echo’s mourn. * 

2. To rife above. T on ' 

If the binds be very ftrong and much over-grown the Dole 
fome advife to ftrike off their heads with a long fwitch. M 
To O'ver-grow. v. n. To grow beyond the'fit or natural 


way 


One part of his army, with incredible labour, cut 
thorough the thick and over-grown woods, and fo came 
Solyman. Kmlles’s Hiji. of the Turk, 

A huge over-grown ox was grazing in a meadow. L’Ell 
Him for a happy man I own, ^ * 

Whofe fortune is not over-grown. 

Over-growth, n.f [over and growth.] Exuberant growth* 
The over-growth of fome complexion. 

Oft breaking down the pales and forts of reafon. Shakepb 
The fortune in being the firft in an invention, doth caufe 
fometimes a wonderful over-growth in riches. p acQ 

Sufpedted to a fequent king, who leeks 
To ftop their over-growth , as in-mate guefts 
Too numerous. Milton’s Paradife Lofl , b. xii 

To 0'ver-hale. v. a. [over and hale. ] 

1. To fpread over. 

The welked Phcebus gan availe 
His weary wain, and now the frofty night 
Her mantle black thro’ heaven gan over-hale. Spenf 

2. To examine over again : as, he over-haled my account. ' 
To O'ver-hang. v. a. [over and hang. ] To jut over; to 

impend over. 

Lend the eye a terrible afpedl. 

Let the brow overwhelm it, 

As fearfully as doth a galled rock 
O’ er-hang and jutty his. confounded bafe. Shakeft 

Hide me ye forefts, in your clofeft bow’rs, 

Where flows the murm’ring brook, inviting dreams 
Where bord’ring hazle over-hangs the ftreams. Q av 

If you drink tea upon a promontory that over-hams the 
fea, it is preferable to an aflembly. p 0 p e 

To O'ver-hang. v. n. To jut over. 

The reft was craggy cliff, that over-hung 
Still as it rofe, impoffible to climb. Milt. P. Loft, 

To O'ver-h arden. v. a. [over and harden.] To make too 
hard. 

By laying it in the air, it has acquired fuch a hardnefs, 
that it was brittle like over-hardened fteel. Boyle. 

Over-head. adv. [over and head.] Aloft; in the zenith; 
above ; in the deling. 

Over-head the moon 
Sits arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 
Wheels her pale courfe. Milton’s Par. Loft , b. k 

The four ftars over-head^ reprefent the four children. Addift 
To O'ver-hear. v. a. [over and hear.] To hear thofe who 
do not mean to be heard. 

I am invifible. 

And I will over-hear their conference. Shakefpeare. 

They had a full fight of the Infanta at a mailt dancing, 
having over-heard two gentlemen who were tending towards 
that fight, after whom they prefled. IVotton. 

That fuch an enemy we have who feeks 
Our ruin, both by thee inform’d I learn, 

And from the parting angel over-heard. Milton . 

They were fo loud in their difeourfe, that a black-berry 
from the next hedge over-heard them. L’EJlrange. 

The nurfe. 

Though not the words, the murmurs over-heard. Dryden. 
The witnefs over-hearing the word pillory repeated, flunk 
away privately. Addifon. 

To O'ver-heat. v. a. [over and heat.] To heat too much. 
Pleas’d with the form and coolnels of the place, 

And over-heated by the morning chace. Addifon. 

It muft be done upon the receipt of the wound, before 
the patient’s fpirits be over-heated with pain or fever. Wifeman: 
To O'ver-h end. v. a. [over and bend.] To overtake ; to 
reach. 

Als his fair Leman flying through a brook, 

He 0ver-hent nought moved with her piteous look. Spenf. 
To O'ver-joy. v. a. [over and Joy.] Totranfport; to ravilh. 
He that puts his confidence in God only, is neither over¬ 
joyed in any great good things of this life, nor forrowful for 
a little thing. ’Taylor s Guide to Devotion. 

The bifhop, partly aftoniflied and partly over-joyed with 
thefe fpeeches, was ftruck into a fad filence lor a time. Hayiv. 
This love-fick virgin, over-joy’d to find 
The boy alone ; ftill follow’d him behind. Add-on\ 

O'ver-joy. n.f. Tranfport; eeftafy. 

The mutual conf’rence that my mind hath had, 

Makes me the bolder to falute my king 
With ruder terms ; fuch as my wit affords. 

And over-joy of heart doth minifter. Shakefp. Hen. V 
To O'ver-RIPEN. v. a. [oven and ripen.] To make too ripe* 

Why 




samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Langua 


Shakefp. 
take too 


Dryden, 

To over-burthen. 
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Why droops my lord, like over-idpeh’d corn. 

Hanging the head with Ceres’ plenteous load ? 

"to Overla'bour. v. a. [over and labour.] To 
much pains on any thing ; to harrafs with toil. 

She without noife will over-fee 
His children and his family ; 

And order all things till he come, 

‘ S weaty and over-labour’d home. 

To Overla'de. v. a', [over and lade.] 

Thus to throng and over-lade a foul 
With love, and then to have a room for fear. 

That {hall all that controul. 

What is it but to rear 
Our paffions and our hopes on high. 

That thence they may defery 
The nobleft way how to defpair and die ? Suckling. 

Overla'rge. adj. [over and large.] Larger than enough. 
Our attainments cannot be over-large , and yet we ma¬ 
nage a narrow fortune very unthriftily. Collier. 

Overla'sHingly. n. f [over and lajh.] With exaggeration. 
A mean word, now obfolete. 

Although I be far from their opinion who write too over- 
lajhingly , that the Arabian tongue is in ufe in two third parts 
of the inhabited world, yet I find that it extendeth where the 
religion of Mahomet is profeffed. BrereWood. 

To Overla'y. v. a. [over and lay.] 

1. To opprefs by too much weight or power. 

Some commons are barren, the nature is fuch, 

And fome over-layeth the commons too much, Tuff. 

Not only that mercy which keepeth from being over-laid 
and oppreft, but mercy which faveth from being touched 
with grievous miferies. Hooker , b. v. f 48. 

When any country is over-laid by the multitude which 
live upon it, there is a natural neceffity compelling it to dif- 
burthen itfelf and lay the load upon others. Raleigh. 

We praife the things we hear with much more willingnefs 
than thofe we fee ; becaufe we envy the prefent, and reve¬ 
rence the paft; thinking ourfelves inftrucled by the one; and 
‘ever-laid by tire other, Ben. Johiifon. 

Good laws had been antiquated by the courfe of time, or 
ever-laid by the corruption of manners. King Charles. 

Our fins have over-laid our hopes. King Charles . 

The ftrong Emetrius came in Arcite’s aid. 

And Palamon with odds was over-laid. 

2. To fmother with too much or too clofe covering 

Nor then deftroys it with too fond a ftay. 

Like mothers, which their infants over-lay . 

3. To fmother; to cruih ; to overwhelm. 

Ships burnt in fight, or forc’d on rocky fhores, 

The new-born babes by nurfes over-laid. „ c „. 

They quickly ftifled and over-laid thofe infant principles, 
of piety and virtue, Town by God in their hearts; fo that 
they brought a voluntary darknefs and ftupidity upon their 
blinds. South’s Sermons. 

The gods have made your noble mind for me. 

And her infipid foul for Ptolemy: 

A heavy lump of earth without defire, 

A heap of allies that o’er-lays your fire. 

The ftars, no longer over-laid with weight. 

Exert their heads from underneath the mafs. 

And upward {hoot. 

Seafon the paffions of a child with devotion, which feldom 
dies; though it may feem extinguiflied for a while, it breaks 
oUt as foon as misfortunes have brought the man to himfelf. 
1 he fire may be covered and over-laid , but cannot be entirely 
quenched and fmothered. Addifon’s Spectator, N°. 201. 

In preaching, no men fucceed better than thofe who truft 
to the fund of their own reafon, advanced but not over-laid 
by commerce with books. Swift. 

4* To cloud; to over-caft. 

Phoebus’ golden face it did attaint, 

As when a cloud his beams doth over-lay . Fairy Queen. 

5* To cover fuperficially. 

The over-laying of their chapiters was of filver, and all 
the pillars were filleted with filver. 

By his prefeript a faneftuary is fram’d 
Of cedar, over-laid with gold. 

6. To join by fomething laid over. 

Thou us impower’d 
To fortify thus far, and over-lay , 

With this portentous bridge, the dark abyfs. 

*0 Overle ap, v. a. [over and leap. ] To 
jump. 

A ftep 

On which I muft fall down or elfe o’er-leap , 

For in my way it lies. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

In vain did nature s wife command 
Divide the waters from the land ; 

If daring {hips and men prophane, 

-1 h’ eternal fences over-leap , 

And pafs at will the bouudlefs deep. Dry Jen, 


Dryden. 


Dryden. 
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Milt. Par. Loji. 
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Overleather, n.f [over and leather.'] The part of the 
{hoe that covers the foot. 

I have fometimes more feet than flioes; or fuch fhoes 
as my toes look through the over-leather. Shakefp. 

)verli'ght. n.f [over and light.] Too ftrong light. 

An over-light makcth the eyes dark, infomuch as perpe¬ 
tual looking againft the fun would caufe blindnefs. Bacon. 

To Overli've. v. a. [over and live.] To live longer than 
another; to furvive ; to out-live. 

Mufidorus, who {hewed a mind not to over-live Pyrocles, 
prevailed. Sidney , b. ii. 

He concludes in hearty prayers; 

That your attempts may over-live the hazard 

And fearful meeting of their oppofite. Shakefp. 

They over-lived that envy, and had their pardons after- 
wards. Hayward. 

To Overli've. v. n. To live too long. 

Why do I over-live ? 

Why am I mock’d with death, and lengthen’d out 

To deathlefs pain ? Millon's Par. Lojly b. x. 

Overli'ver. n.f. [from over-live.] Survivor; that which 
lives longetL 

A peace was concluded, to continue for both the kings lives, 
and the over-liver of them. Bacon’s Hen. VII. 

ToOverlo'ad. v. a. [over and load.] To burthen with too 

< much. 

The memory of youth is charged and over-loaded, and all 
they learn is meer jargon. Felton. 

O'verlong. adj. [over and long.] Too long. 

I have tranfgreffed the laws of oratory, in making rriy 
. periods and parenthefes over-long. Boyle . 

To Ov erlo'ok. v. a. [over and look.] 

1. To view from a higher place. 

The pile o’er-look’d the town, and drew the fight. 

Surpris’d at once with rev’rence and delight. Dryden. 

I will do it with the fame refpecl to him, as if he were 
alive, and over-looking my paper while I write. Dryden. 

2 . To view fully ; to perufe. 

Wou’d I had o’er-look’d the letter. Shakefpeare ; 

3. To fuperintend ; to over-fee; 

He was prefent in perfon to over-look the magiftrates, and 
to over-awe thofe fubjedls with the terror of his fword. Spenf. 

In the greater out parifties many of the poor parifhioners 
through negledl do periflh, for want of fome heedful eye to 
over-look them. Graunt. 

4. To review. 

The time and care that are required. 

To over-look and file, and polifii well; 

Fright poets from that neceflary toil. Roj'common. 

To pafs by indulgently. 

This part of good-nature which confifts in the pardoning 
and over-looking of faults, is to be exercifed only in doing 
ourfelves juftice in the ordinary commerce of life. Addifon. 

In vain, do we hope that God will over-look fuch high con¬ 
tradiction of finners, and pardon offences committed againft: 
the plain convictions of cohfcience. Rogers ; 

6. To neglect; to. flight. 

Of the two relations, Chrift over-looked the rrieaner, and en¬ 
titled and denominated them folely from the more honourable. 

South’s Sermons. 

. To over-look tile entertainment before him, and languifli 
for that which lies out of the way, is fickly and fervile. Collier. 

The fuffrage of our poet laureat fhould not be over-looked. 

Addifotis Spectator, N°. 488. 

Religious fear, when produced by juft apprehenfions of 
a divine power, naturally overlooks all human greatnefs 
that {lands in competition with it, and extinguifties every 
other terror. Addifon’s Guardian , N^ny. 

The happieft of mankind, over-looking thofe folid bleffings 
■Which they already have, fet their hearts upon fomewhat they 

After bury’s Sermons . 

1 hey over-look truth in the judgments they pafs on ad- 
yerfity and profperity. The temptadoris that attend the 
former they can eafily fee, and dread at a diftance; but 
they have no apprehenfions of the dangerous confequences 
of the latter. Atterbury’s Sermons. 

D VER.LOOKER. n.f [over and look.] 

The original word fignifies an over-looker , or one who 
ffands higher than his fellows and over-looks them. Watts. 

O verloop. n.f The fame with orlop. 

In extremity we carry our ordnance better than we were 
wont, becaufe our nether over-loops are raifed commonly from 
the water; to wit, between the lower part of the port and 

* hefea -, r Raleigh. 

Oekm^a'sted. adj. [ovcrzn&majl.-] Having too much maft. 

Uoanthus better mann’d, purlu’d him fall, 

- ^ ut hls 0 '*r-mafled gaily check’d his hafte. Dryden. 

To Overmaster, v. a. [over and mafler .J To lbbdue 3 

to govern. 

For your defire to know what is between us, 

er-mafler it as you may. Shakef[eares Hamlet. 
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